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For 33 years, The Legal 500 has been analysing
the capabilities of law firms and sets across the
world. In the research team, we constantly track
which sections are used most by clients, and this
often matches up with an increase in that section
from submissions, client referees, requests for
interviews and feedback - all of which make

up the research process. The international
arbitration rankings are consistently one of

our most used and read editorial sections and
one of the most competitive areas for law firms,
sets, lawyers and barristers. This very much
chimes with what we constantly hear anecdotally
in the market, with international arbitration
frequently cited as the preferred form of dispute
resolution.

Trong 33 ndm qua, The Legal 500 da phan tich
nang luc cua cac cong ty va to churc luat trén
toan thé gioi. Trong doi nghién ctru, ching toi
lién tuc theo ddi cac linh vuc khach hang st
dung nhiéu nhat thuong la nhung linh vuc c6
su gia tang sO luong bai vi€t, van ban gui dén
chung t61, g101 thi¢u tur khach hang, dé ngh1
dugc phong van va y kién phan hoi — tt ¢4 tao
thanh quy trinh nghién ctru. Viée xép hang vé
trong tai quoc té luon 1a mot trong nhu'ng ndi
dung duoc stir dung va doc nhi€u nhat va 1a mot
trong nhung linh vuc canh tranh nhat d6i véi
cac cong ty, t6 chirc luat, luat su tir van va luat
su tranh tung. Diéu nay rat phi hop vé6i nhimng
gi ma chung toi lién tuc quan sat dugc trén thi
trudng, cung voi viée g1a1 quyet tranh chap
thong qua trong tai quoc t€ cang ngay cang dugc
cho 1a hinh thure gidi quyét tranh chap duoc va
chudng nhat.

The Arbitration Powerlist: Southeast Asia 2022
showcases the leading practitioners working

in Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand,
Philippines, Vietnam, Brunei and Cambodia. It is

DANH SACH CAC LUAT SU HANG DAU 2022

perhaps unsurprising that a region of the world
that is so incredibly diverse would reflect that
same diversity onto this list of the best arbitration
practitioners in this fascinating part of the world.
This, in turn, translates into a list of practitioners
that offer their clients an incredible array of
services.

Danh Sach Cac Luat Su Trong Tai Hang Pau:
Pong Nam A nam 2022 bi¢u dwong cac luat su
hang dau dang 1am viéc tai Singapore, Malaysia,
Indonesia, Thai Lan, Ph1hpp1nes Viét Nam, Brunei
va Campuchia. Chic khong co g1 dang ngac nhién
khi mot khu vyc cia thé gidi vo cing da dang nhu
thé nay va su da dang d6 ciing duoc the hién o
danh sach céc ludt su trong tai g101 nhat cua khu
vuc day sire thu hat, hip dan nay. Pidu d6 din dén
vi€c tao ra mgt danh sach luat su cung ung cho
khach hang mét loat dich vu khé c6 thé hinh dung
dugc.

In the process of compiling this list and
speaking with the candidates presented

here, we were granted a fascinating insight

into the way the wider region works; how
practitioners listed here interact with and learn
from each other, as well as how they do so with
experts from other parts of the world. Arbitrators
in Southeast Asia recognise the value of the
incredible cultural diversity in the region, which
then allows them to work extremely efficiently
with other international lawyers. Arbitration is

a practice in which multidisciplinary approaches
to cases tend to offer unique perspectives in
many cases, and we are proud to showcase
many instances of what this successful approach
looks like in the following pages. We are very
confident that the lessons these candidates
generously shared with us will inspire and
provide an example many will seek to

follow.

Trong qua trinh bi€n soan danh sach nay va trao
ddi véi cac tng vién dugce gidi thiéu ¢ day, chung
tdi ¢ co hdi nhin sau vao cach hoat dong cuia toan
khu vuc; cach cac luat su nam trong danh sach
nay lam viéc va hoc héi 1an nhau, cling nhu voi
cac chuyen g1a tir cac ving khac trén thé gidi. Cac
trong tai vién & Pong Nam A nhan thirc dugc gia
tri ctia sy da dang van hoa dang kinh ngac trong
khu vye, va diéu d6 cho phep ho 1am viéc cuc ky
hi€u qua vdi cac luat sur quoc té khac. Giai quyét
tranh chap thong qua trong tai la mot linh vuc hanh
nghe trong d6 viéc tiép can cac vu kién tir nhiéu
gbc do chuyén nganh 6 xu hudng tao ra nhiing
tam nhin doc dao, va chiing toi ty hao la da biéu
duong dugc nhiéu tru’O’ng hop cho thay ap dung
thanh cong céch ti€p can do trong nhimg trang sau.
Chung t6i tin chic rang nhiing bai hoc ma céc ing
vién san long chia s¢ s€ dong vién va la mot tam
guong ma nhiéu ngudi s& mubn noi theo.

That is certainly possible, not least because
Southeast Asia is a region full of opportunity

in an astounding number of practice areas and
sectors, but also in the wider market. Construction
and infrastructure projects are connecting that
part of the world and providing vital shelter to
millions of people, whilst telecommunications
and energy projects connect people like never
before. It is against this backdrop that the work of
the following candidates allows their expertise to
shine even brighter.

Diéu d6 rat c6 thé xdy ra, khong chi vi Dong Nam
A 13 mot khu vuc day tiém nang dbi véi rat nhidu
linh vuc hanh nghe ludt ma con trén toan bg thi
truong Cac du an xay dung va co s¢ ha tang dang
ket n6i khu vye do cua thé glm va cung cap nha &
can thiét cho hang triéu nguoi, trong khi cac dy an
vién thong va ning luong dang ket nbi con ngu’(n
v6i nhau mot cach chua timg thay. Chinh vi bdi

canh nay ma hoat dong cua cac ung vién sau day
cho phép k¥ nang, kinh nghi€ém chuyén mon cua ho
con dugc tda sang hon.

As with any publication of this nature, we were
faced with the dilemma of including as many
worthy candidates as possible without diluting
the significance of their listing. After lengthy
discussions across the editorial team, we decided
that a larger selection was necessary to provide
sufficient nuance and balance across so many
different markets. We hope that by expanding
the selection we have managed to include some
surprises.

Cung nhu dbi voi bat kya an pham nao theo dang
nay, chung t6i phai d6i mit v6i vén de cuc ky nan
g1a1 1a 1am sao dua vao danh sach nhiéu ing vién
xung dang nhung khong 1am nhat di y nghia khi
dua ho vao danh sach. Sau nhiéu bu01 thao luén
trong ca doi bién tap, chung to1 quyet dinh rang can
phal c6 mot danh sach mo rong de lam rd sac thai
va dam béo can bang gitia | rat nhiéu thi truong khac
nhau. Chung t6i hy vong rang khi mo rong danh
sach nay, chung t6i da thanh cong trong vigc dua
vao danh sach mot s6 tng vién co thé s& gy ngac
nhién.

To collate the list of leading practitioners we
have of course drawn on our research team’s
expertise. We have also approached leading
arbitrators, arbitral institutions and general
counsel active in the market to help create a
definitive list of the leading arbitration counsel
in Southeast Asia today. As such, we think

the listing reflects those practitioners that are
deemed the gold standard by businesses.

Tat nhién, chung t6i da dya trén k§ nang chuyén
mon cua doi nghién ctru dé xay dung danh sach cac

Chris Vlachopoulos

Research editor
Bién tap vién Nghién cudu

luat su hang dau. Chung toi cung da tiép can véi
cac trong tai vién hang dau, cac to churc trong tai va
luat su cong ty trén thi truong dé hd tro cho Chung
to1 trong vigc xay dung danh sach cudi ciing cac
luat su trong tai hang dau DPong Nam A hién nay.
Do viy, chiing t6i cho rang danh sach nay bao gom
nhiing ludt su dugc cac doanh nghi€¢p xem Ia ti€u
chuan vang. W
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Cecil Abraham, Cecil Abraham & Partners
Dato’ Sunil Abraham, Cecil Abraham & Partners
Narendra Adiyasa, Linklaters
Shelia Ahuja, Allen & Overy
Shirley F. Alinea, Martinez Vergara & Gonzalez Sociedad (MVGS)
Darwin Angeles, Mosveldtt Law Offices
Kate Apostolova, Freshfields
Christine Artero, Fountain Court Chambers
Thayanathan Baskaran, Independent arbitrator
Andrew Battison, Norton Rose Fulbright
Kristine R. Bongcaron,
Martinez Vergara & Gonzalez Sociedad (MVGS)
Raja Bose, K&L Gates
Tony Budidjaja, Budidjaja International
Cavinder Bull SC, Drew & Napier LLC
Rodman Bundy, Squire Patton Boggs
Steven Burkill, Watson Farley & Williams
Donemark J. L. Calimon, Quisumbing Torres
Darius Chan, Fountain Court Chambers
Dato’Lim Chee Wee, LCWP
Robin Cheok Van Kee, Cheok Advocates & Solicitors
Daryl Chew, Three Crowns
Sharon Chong Tze Ying, Skrine
Katie Chung, Norton Rose Fulbright
Timothy Cooke, Reed Smith
Arnold M Corporal, ACCRALAW
Wade Coriell, King & Spalding
TheaT. Daep, Villaraza & Angangco
Rosli Dahlan, Rosli Dahlan Saravana Partnership (RDS)
Minh Dang, YKVN
Cyrus Das, Cyrus Das Advocates & Solicitors
Nakul Dewan, Twenty Essex
Roberto N Dio, Castillo Laman Tan Pantaleon & San Jose
Elodie Dulac, King and Spalding
Simon Dunbar, Gateway Law Corporation
Foo Yuet Min, Drew & Napier LLC
Lakshanthi Fernando, CMS Singapore
Tomas Furlong, Herbert Smith Freehills
Elmar B. Galacio, Cruz Marcelo & Tenefrancia
Miguel Antonio H. Galvez, Quisumbing Torres
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Judith Gill QC, Independent arbitrator
Peter Godwin, Herbert Smith Freehills
Rodney Gomez, Shearn Delamore & Co.
Chandra Hamzah, Assegaf Hamza & Partners
Alastair Henderson, Herbert Smith Freehills
Eri Hertiawan, Assegaf Hamza & Partners
Tran Anh Hien, VILAF
Jia Lin Hoe, King & Spalding
Benjamin F. Hughes, Independent arbitrator
Eleanor Hughes, Independent arbitrator
Michael Hwang, Michael Hwang Chambers LLC
Sapna Jhangiani QC, Attorney-General’s Chambers, Singapore
lan Johnston, Kennedys
Andi Kadir, Hadinoto & Partners
Mohanadass Kanagasabai, Mohanadass Partnership
Kumar Kanagasingam, Lee Hishammuddin Allan & Gledhill
Yee Mei Ken, Shearn Delamore & Co.
Toby Landau QC, Duxton Hill Chambers
Christopher Lau, 3VB
Martin Lau, Essex Court Chambers
Victor P. Lazatin, ACCRALAW
Michael Lee, Twenty Essex
Amanda Lees, King & Wood Mallesons
Christopher Leong, Chooi & Company + Cheang & Ariff
Chong Yee Leong, Allen & Gledhill
Samuel Leong, Norton Rose Fulbright
Benson Lim, Simmons & Simmons
Jennifer Lim, Sidley Austin LLP
Nicholas Lingard, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Emmanuel M Lombos, SyCip Salazar Hernandez & Gatmaitan
Joseph Anthony P. Lopez, Villaraza & Angangco
Carlos Roberto Z. Lopez,
SyCip Salazar Hernandez and Gatmaitan
KC Lye, Breakpoint LLC
Michael T. Macapagal, Quisumbing Torres
Loretta Malintoppi, 39 Essex Chambers
Mark Mangan, Dechert LLP
Brian Manuel, MacalloHarlin Mendrofa Advocates
Simeon V. Marcelo, Cruz Marcelo & Tenefrancia
Gavin Margetson, Mishcon de Reya

Albert Marsman, De Brauw
Eduardo A. Martinez,
Martinez Vergara & Gonzalez Sociedad (MVGS)
Marvin V. Masangkay, Quisumbing Torres
Lexi Menish, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Karen Mill, Karim Syah Law Firm
Datuk D.P. Naban, Rosli Dahlan Saravana Partnership (RDS)
Nitin Nadkarni, Lee Hishammmuddin Allan & Gledhill
Nahendran Navaratnam, Navaratnam Chambers
Alejandro Alfonso E. Navarro, Villaraza & Angangco
Harpreet Singh Nehal SC, Audent Chambers LLC
Truong Trong Nghia, YKVN
Ricardo Ma P G Ongkiko, SyCip Salazar Hernandez & Gatmaitan
Wynn Pakdeejit, Baker & McKenzie
Luhut Pangaribuan, Luhut Marihot Parulian Pangaribuan
Dyah Paramita, Hogan Lovells DNFP
Ma. Patricia B. Paz,
SyCip Salazar Hernandez & Gatmaitan (SyCipLaw)
Kent Phillips, Hogan Lovells Lee & Lee
Mohan Pillay, Pinsent Masons
Nandakumar Ponniya, Baker McKenzie Wong & Leow
Patricia-Ann T. Prodigalidad, ACCRALAW
Jesus Paolo Protacio,
Gatmaytan Yap Patacsil Gutierrez & Protacio (C&G Law)
Andrew J Pullen, Fountain Court Chambers
Chau Huy Quang, Rajah & Tann Asia
Ramon J. Quisumbing, Quisumbing Torres
Mahesh Rai, Drew & Napier LLC
Winotia Ratna, Soemadipradja & Taher
Lambert Rasa Ratnam, Lee Hishammuddin Allan & Gledhill
John Regalado, SyCip Salazar Hernandez & Gatmaitan
Logan Sabapathy, Sabapathy & Co
Augusto A., Jr. San Pedro, Villaraza & Angangco
Paul Sandosham, Clifford Chance
Malik Imtiaz Sarwar, Malik Imtiaz Sarwar Advocates & Solicitors
Gitta Satryani, Herbert Smith Freehills
Matthew Secomb, White & Case
Kwan Will Sen, Lim Chee Wee Partnership
Zara Shafruddin, Jones Day
Jaikanth Shankar, Davinder Singh Chambers LLC

SM Shanmugam, Lee Hishammuddin Allan & Gledhill
Zachary Sharpe, Jones Day

Peter Shelford, DLA Piper

Nish Shetty, Clifford Chance

Bernard Sihombing, HHP law Firm

Kabir Singh, Clifford Chance Asia

Davinder Singh SC, Davinder Singh Chambers
Darshendev Singh, Lee Hishammuddin Allen&Gledhill
Harald Sippel, Skrine

Rudy Andreas Sitorus, Makarim & Taira S.
Matthew Skinner, Shearman & Sterling

Raja Eileen Soraya, Raja, Darryl & Loh

Phin Sovath, Bun & Associates

Anisha Sud, King & Spalding

Debby Sulaiman, Herbert Smith Freehills

Hafzan Taher, Soemadipradja & Taher

Kay Kian Tan, Watson Farley Williams

Paul Tan, Clifford Chance

Robert Tang, DLA Piper

Yu Jin Tay, Mayer Brown

Janice Tay, Wong & Partners

Kelvin Teo, Drew & Napier LLC

Chinnawat Thongpakdee, Herbert Smith Freehills (Thailand)
Nguyen Thi Thu Trang, Dzungsrt & Associates LLC
Baiju Vasani, Twenty Essex

Daniel Waldek, Herbert Smith Freehills

Michael Weatherley, Ashurst

Romesh Weeramantry, Clifford Chance

Frans H. Winarta, Frans Winarta & Partners

Henry Winter, Mishcon de Reya

Lilien Wong, Shearn Delamore & Co.

Ben Dominic Yap, C&G Law

Andre Yeap SC, Rajah & Tann Singapore

Koh Swee Yen, WongPartnership LLP

Alvin Yeo, Wong Partnership

Leonard Yeoh, Tay & Partners

Jimmy Yim SC, Drew & Napier LLC

Sin Min Yoong, Shook Lin & Bok

Bun Youdy, Bun & Associates
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Business message

Thong diép

YKVN is recognised as one of the leading Vietnam-
based law firms. Established in 1999, YKVN has since
grown to become an independent law firm with over
90 legal professionals through a unique platform
combining three offices in Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City
and Singapore. Clients include Petrovietnam, the
Government of Vietnam, as well as Vietnamese and
international corporates.

YKVN dugc cong nhan 1a mot trong nhirng cong ty
ludt hang dau tai Viét Nam. YKVN dugc thanh 18p vao
nam 1999 va tir d6 YK'VN da phét trién tr¢ thanh mot
cong ty luat doc 1ap v6i hon 90 luat sw va mot nén tang
hoat dong doc dao ket ndi ba van phong Ha Noi, Thanh
pho H6 Chi Minh va Singapore. Khach hang cua
YKVN bao gom Tép doan Dau khi Viét Nam, Chinh
phu Viét Nam, va cac doanh nghi€p Viét Nam va quoc
te.
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DPang Khai Minh

YKVN

Location: Singapore

Number of years in practice: 40+
Admissions: California, US, registered foreign
lawyer in Singapore

Main sectors covered: Energy, shareholder
disputes in connection with investment
projects (inbound and outbound), real
property development disputes
Geographical areas of focus: Vietnam-related
disputes

Languages: Vietnamese, English and French

Pia diém: Singapore

S6 nam kinh nghiém hanh nghé: trén 40 nim
Gidy phép hanh nghé: Bang California (Hoa
Ky), luat su nudc ngoai dang ky tai Singapore
Linh vue tw van chinh: Linh vuc nang luong,
tranh chap c6 dong lién quan dén cac du an
dau tu (dau tu vao Viét Nam va dau tu ra nudce
ngoai), va tranh chap cac du an phat trién bat
dong san

Linh vie tw van theo khu vue dia ly: Tranh
chip lién quan dén Viét Nam

Ngon ngir: Tiéng Viét, tiéng Anh va tiéng Phap

Based in Singapore, Minh Dang is the Senior Partner
of YKVN and the head of its international arbitration
practice. Minh has over 40 years of international
practice experience and has been active in Vietham
matters since 1993.

Luat su bang Khai Minh hién lam vi€c tai Slngapore
la Luat su Thanh vién cao cap cua YKVN va la

luat su trudong phu trach mang trong tai qudc té cua
YKVN. Luat su Minh ¢6 hon 40 ndm kinh nghiém tu
van quoc té va tham gia tu van cac vu viéc lién quan
dén Viét Nam tir nam 1993.

Minh has been co-lead counsel in many of the
major Vietnam related international arbitration
matters over the last decade working closely with
international arbitration co-lead counsel to develop
and implement strategy based in part upon YKVN'’s
expertise on substantive and procedural Vietnamese
law issues. Minh has been co-lead counsel in several
commercial arbitrations relating to petroleum
exploration and production activities. Minh's
experience also includes Singapore International
Arbitration Centre (SIAC) arbitrations relating to
shareholder disputes in investment projects in
Vietnam and Africa as well as Vietnam property
development disputes.

Trong thap ky vira qua, Luat su Minh da tham gia v6i
tu cach la dong ludt su truong trong nhiéu vy kién
trong tai quéc té 16n lién quan dén Viét Nam va lam
vigc sat canh véi cic cong ty lut lién danh chuyén

vé trong tai quoc té dé xay dung va thuc hién chlen
lugc giai quyet vu kién duogc xay dung mot phan dya
vao chuyén mon cua YKVN vé céac van de phap ly
Viét Nam, vé mit noi dung cling nhu quy tac t6 tung.
Luat su Minh la ddng luét su trudng trong mot s6 vu
kién trong tai thuong mai li€n quan dén hoat dong
khai thac va ché bién dau khi. Luat su Minh con c6
kinh nghiém trong cac vu kién trong tai trude Trung
tam Trong tai quoc té Slngapore (SIAC) lién quan
dén tranh chap c6 dong trong cac du an dau tu tai Viét
Nam va Chau Phi cling nhu céc tranh chap dy an phat
trién bat dong san tai Viét Nam.

Minh is serving his second term on the Court of
Arbitration of the SIAC and his first term on the
International Arbitration Committee of KCAB
International.

Luat su Minh dang 1a thanh vién nhi¢m ky hai cua
Toa trong tai Trung tam Trong tai quoc t€ Singapore
(SIAC) va thanh vién nhiém ky dau ciia Uy ban trong
tai qudc té cua KCAB International.
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In conversation with...

Tap chi Legal 500 da co bai phong
van ngin véi Luit sw Ping Khai
Minh...

One impressive thing about YKVN is how you
manage to consistently be at the forefront of
developments, both domestically as well as
internationally. Could you speak about how you
manage that?

Mot diém 4n twong vé YKVN la viée cong ty luon
ludn di trudc trong cac buée phat trién trong va
ngoal nuoéc. Xin luat sw chia sé vé phwong thire
giup cong ty lam dwoc viéc do.

We recognise that we are pretty much at the
cutting edge of the market in the sense that we
are the only independent Vietnamese law firm
maintaining a significant presence in the financial
center of the region. Our Singapore office has ten
lawyers. We've been around in Singapore for 11
years now. We're very well-known and integrated
into the Singapore legal establishment. With that,
we've come to recognise that what we want to
develop is a group of Viethamese lawyers, but with
at least dual qualifications. That could be England
& Wales, for example. In fact, one of my partners is
admitted in the state of Washington, in the US, in
addition to Vietnam; | have another partner who is
admitted in California in addition to Vietnam. What
we are pushing is: a diversity of legal experience
and culture, which then allows us to work very
smoothly with other international lawyers. We

are big believers in diversity, diversity of people,
and diversity of knowledge. Bringing in skills and
knowledge from other jurisdictions allows us to stay
at the forefront of developments and remain at the
cutting edge of the market.

Chung t6i nhan thirc rang ching toi dang gan nhu

& vi thé hudng dao trén thi trLrO’ng vi chiing t6i la
cong ty luat Viét Nam duy nhat c¢6 sy hién dién ddng
ké tai trung tAm tai chinh cua khu vuc. Vin phong
YKVN Singapore ¢c6 muoi luat su va da hoat dong &
Singapore dugc 11 nam. Moi nguoi deu quen biét voi
ching t6i va ching t6i da hoi nhap rat tot vao cong
ddng luat su hoat dong tai Singapore. Tt do, chung
t6i nhan thirc ring muc tiéu phat trién cta ching toi 1a
xdy dyng mot doi ngii ludt su Viét Nam duge quyen
hanh nghé tai Viét Nam va it nhat mot qudc gia khac.
Vi du nhu tai Anh va xr Wales. Hién nay, mét ludt su
thanh vién cta ching t6i la lut su bang Washlngton
tai Hoa Ky va dong thoi la luat su Viét Nam, va mot
lut su thanh vién khdc 1a luat su bang California
dong thoi 1a luét su Vigt Nam. Viéc chung t6i mudn
phat trién 1a sy da dang trong kinh nghi¢ém hanh nghe
va van héa nham phuc vu cho vigc hop tac xuyén sudt
Vi cac luat su quic té khac. Ching t6i rat tin tuong
vao sy da dang, da dang vé con ngudi, da dang trong

klen thirc. Van dung k¥ ning va kién thirc tir cac hé
thong phap lut khac nhau da gitp chung t6i di dau
v6i nhitng tién trién méi, dam bao vai trd hudng dao
trén thi truong.

What would you say are YKVN'’s greatest
strengths as a group of attorneys?

Theo Luit sw, thé manh 16m nhét cia ddi ngii luat
suw YKVN la gi?

| think one of our strengths is that we always seek to
learn more and adapt as the market changes around
us. Vietnam is an emerging international arbitration
market. A case | did eight years ago was probably
the largest commercial arbitration in Vietnam up to
that date, and the amount of the claim was around
$110m. Before that, there was not a lot by way of
international arbitration. There may have been
some arbitrations happening through the Vietnam
International Arbitration Center; however those
were largely smaller claims, such as $2m, $3m. What
that meant is that lawyers in the Vietnamese market
lacked any experience. By partnering up with other
firms outside Vietnam and tackling big, significant
cases, we optimized our value.

T6i cho rang mot trong nhing thé manh cua YKVN la
chung t61 ludn tim to1 hoc hoi tu nhitng bién chuyén
thi truong va c6 nhiing di€u chinh phu hop. Viét Nam
la mot thi trudong trong tai quoc té dang 1€n. Mot vu
kién ma t6i da tham gia cach day tam nam c¢6 I€ la vu
kién trong tai thuong mai lon nhat & Viét Nam tai thoi
diém d6 vai s6 tién yéu cau boi thuong khoang 110
tri¢u d6 la My. TruGe do, Viét Nam khong co nhleu
vu kién trong tai quoc te Mic du ciing ¢6 mot s6 vu
kién trong tai giai quyét thong qua Trung tam Trong
tai quoc té Viét Nam nhung chu yéu 1a cac vu kién co
gia tri tranh chap nho hon, vi du nhu khoang 2 dén

3 triéu d6 la My. Diéu d6 c6 nghia 1a luat su & thi
truong Viét Nam con thiéu kinh nghiém. Khi két nbi
véi cac cong ty luat & ngoai Viét Nam dé dam nhéan
céac vu kién to 16n phire tap thi chung t61 da to1 wu hoa
gia tri cia minh.

Over the last eight years, the market has grown
significantly. We have now participated in multiple
arbitrations with claims exceeding $2bn, and we have
grown in the process. What we have developed is an
in-depth expertise of Vietnamese law issues that arise
in these kinds of arbitrations. We know how the issues
arise and we know how international arbitration
panels tend to deal with these types of issues. We
have worked with the top international arbitration
lawyers and law firms, both globally and regionally.
We handle some of the smaller cases ourselves, but
we tend to be the first stop firm in all the major cases.

Trong tdm nam qua, thi truong da phat trién déang ké.
Tinh dén nay chung td1 da tham gia vao nhiéu vu kién
trong tai voi cac yeu cau boi thuong 1én dén trén 2 ty
do la My va qua cac vu kién do chung t61 da hoc hoi
thém. Cai ma chung t6i da phat trién 1a mot sy hiéu biét
chuyén sau vé cac van dé phap luat Viét Nam phat sinh
trong cac vu kién trong tai nay. Chung t61 hiéu dugc cac
vén dé nay phat sinh nhu thé nio va co the doan duoc
xu hudng xét xir cua hoi dong trong tai quoc té ddi voi
cac van dé nay. Chung toi da lam viéc cung voi céac luat
su va cong ty luét trong tai qudc té dau nganh trén thé
gi6i1 va khu vue. Chung t61 phy trach mét s6 vu kién
nho nhung cling thuong la dau moi khach hang tim dén
trong cac vu kién 16n.

Because of all that, we are recognised by the global
international arbitration community as having a

lot of relevant expertise and experience. That has
generated more business for us all around the
world. We are now handling investment disputes

in Africa. So that is what people see: a level of in-
depth expertise of Vietnamese law, that is probably
unparalleled in the market.

Vi tit ca céc li do trén, chiing t6i dugc cong dong
trong tai qudc té toan cau cong nhan 1a c6 nhiéu ky
nang chuyén mén va kinh nghiém c6 lién quan dén
mang trong tai qudc té. Piéu d6 di tao ra nhiéu hoat
dong kinh doanh hon cho chiing t6i trén toan the gidi.
Hién nay chting toi dang hd tro giai quyet tranh chap
dau tu & Chau Phi. Do vay, diéu ma moi ngudi nhan
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thay & chung toi 1a chung t61 c6 mot mirc hiéu biét
chuyén séu vé phép lut Viét Nam, c6 thé khé tim
thay & noi khac trén thi truong.

What advice would you give to an emerging
arbitrator in the region today?

Luit sw 6 1oi khuyén gi cho luit su trong tai
dang lén trong khu vuce hién nay?

In my view, one of the key components to be

a good player in the practice of arbitration is
extreme attention to detail. Lawyers, especially
lawyers dealing with matters arising out of
Vietnam, will relate to Vietnamese law, but tend
to not dig deep enough. To give one example,
recently, in Vietnam, the Supreme Court of
Vietnam, or the Judicial Council of the Viethamese
Supreme Court, have recognised certain
judgments as binding precedents. So, it is not
sufficient to only look at the codes or the decrees.
In addition, there are also cases that did not make
the list, but you can refer to them if they are
appellate decisions with facts and law relevant to
the arbitration case.

Theo t61, mot trong nhtrng yéu t6 quan trong dé tro
thanh mat luat su g101 trong mang trong tai la phai
hét sirc ky ludng va tan tim trong cong viéc. Cac
luat su, dac biét 1a cac luat su tham gia cac vu viée
co lién quan dén Viét Nam, thuong nim dugc van
dé, tuy nhién c6 Xu huong khong nghién ctru chuyén
sau. Vi du nhu gan day, ¢ Viét Nam, Toa an nhan
dan t6i cao, hoac Hoi dong tham phan cua Toa an
nhan dan t6i cao, da cong bd mot s6 ban an cé gia tri

an 1&. Vi vy, néu chi nghién ctru luat hodc nghi dinh
thi chua du. Ngoai ra, cling co nhung ban an khong
phai la an 1¢ nhung cac luat su c6 thé trich din néu
d6 1a nhitng ban an phiic tham c6 su kién va noi
dung phap ly c6 li€n quan v6i vu kién trong tai.

The reason we have gained the respect of the
international co-counsel we work with is that we
go very deeply into all of that. And the advice that
we give to the co-counsel, as well as the client, is a
result of this attention to detail. A lot of the time, a
major percentage of documents are in Vietnamese.
We have to be the lawyers who leave no stone
unturned in reviewing and developing the
evidence; we cannot expect that our co-counsel
will do it for us. In short, in major cases, we know
what our role and value add are and international
counsel also know what their role and value add
are.

Ly do chung t01 c6 dugc su ton trong cua cac cong
ty ludt quoc te horp tac lién danh v6i chung toi la vi
chung toi1 di rat sau vao nhung van dé nay. Vi vay
cac ¥ kién tu van phap ly ma chiing t6i dua ra cho
cac cong ty luat dbi tac va khach hang 1a thanh qua
cua sy nghién ctru ky ludng va tan tam. Trong nhiéu
vu viéc, phan 16n céc tai liéu viét bang t1eng Viét.
Chung t6i 1a nhitng luét su phai thu thap va ra soat
that k§ ludng chimg ctr; chiing t6i khong thé trong
cho 1a luat su doi tac s€ lam viéc do thay minh. Tom
lai, trong nhiing vu ki€n 16n, chung t61 nhéan thac va
biét r6 vai tro va gia tri sw dong gop cua chung toi la
gi va cong ty luat quoc té cling phai biét rd vai tro va
gié tri sy dong gop cia ho la gi W
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P6 Khéi Nguyén

YKVN

Location: Singapore

Number of years in practice: 15

Admissions: Washington State Bar Association;
Vietnam Bar Federation; Registered Foreign
Lawyer in Singapore

Main sectors covered: Construction,
international trade, oil & gas

Geographical areas of focus: Vietham
Languages: English, Vietnamese

Pia diém: Singapore

S6 nim kinh nghiém hanh nghé: 15 nim

Gidy phép hanh nghé: Bang Washington (Hoa
Ky); Viét Nam; luat su nudc ngoai dang ky tai
Singapore

Linh vy tw van chinh: Linh vyc x4y dung,
thuong mai qudc té, va dau khi

Linh vye tw van theo khu vue dia 1y: Viét Nam
Ngon ngir: Tiéng Viét, tiéng Anh

Based in Singapore, K. Nguyen Do’s international
arbitration experience relates principally to
construction, investment, oil and gas and
professional liability disputes. Nguyen has been
involved in numerous high-profile high-value
international arbitration and dispute resolution
matters working alongside top international
arbitration firms including Wilmer Cutler Pickering
Hale and Dorr, Shearman & Sterling, Gaillard
Banifatemi Shelbaya Disputes and Drew & Napier.

Kinh nghi¢m trong tai qubc té cuia Luat su DS Khoi
Nguyen thanh vién cua van phong Singapore, chu
y€u lién quan dén cac tranh chap trong linh vyc xay
dung, dau tu, dau khi va trach nhl@m‘nghe nghiép.
Luat su Nguyén da tham gia vao nhi€u vu kién trong

tai quéc té va g1a1 quyét tranh chap c6 gia tri 1on, ndi
tleng va lam viéc cung véi cac cong ty luat hang dau
vé trong tai quc té nhu Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale
and Dorr, Shearman & Sterling, Gaillard Banifatemi
Shelbaya Disputes va Drew & Napier.

His articles on Vietnam-related arbitration have been
published in GAR, the International Arbitration Review
and the International Comparative Legal Guide to
International Arbitration. In 2018-2019, he was the
co-editor-in-chief of the FIDIC Second Edition suite,
Vietnamese version. The suite comprises of three
principal FIDIC Conditions of Contract (Red, Yellow
and Silver books).

Céc bai viét cua luat su Nguyén vé linh vuc trong

tai lién quan dén Viét Nam da dugc dang trén nhiéu
tap chi nhu GAR, International Arbitration Review
va International Comparative Legal Guide to
International Arbitration. Trong nam 2018-2019, luat
su Nguyén la dong chu bién cua ban tiéng Viét cua ba
bo Diéu kién Hop dong FIDIC chinh, An ban 1an hai

(g6m quyén Do, quyén Vang va quyén Bac).
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Luwu Tién Diing

YKVN

Location: Vietnam

Number of years in practice: 20

Number of years as an arbitrator: 20

Current number of arbitrator appointments: Two
as chair (20 chair appointments in the last ten
years)

Admissions: Vietnam Bar Federation; Registered
Foreign Lawyer in Singapore

Main sectors covered: Construction,
international trade, sale of goods

Geographical areas of focus: Vietham
Languages: Vietnamese, English

Pia diém: Viét Nam

S6 nim kinh nghiém hanh nghé: 20 nim

S6 nim lam trong tai vién: 20

S6 vu kién hién tai dwoc chi dinh 1am trong
tai vién: hai vu kién voi tu cach chu tich hoi
ddng trong tai (20 1an dugc chi dinh 1am chu tich
hoi dong trong tai trong vong mudi nim qua)
Gidy phép hanh nghé: Viét Nam; lut su nude
ngoai dang ky tai Singapore

Linh vue tw van chinh: Linh vuc xay dung,
thuong mai qudc té va mua ban hang hoa

Linh vie tw van theo khu viee dia Iy: Viét Nam
Ngon ngir: Tiéng Viét, tiéng Anh

Luu Tien Dzung, a former law clerk to a Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court of Vietham, is a co-head of
YKVN's litigation practice. Dzung is one of the top
commercial litigators in Vietnam and perhaps the
best known outside of Vietham. In 2021 he was
recognized by Asian Business Law Journal as one of
Vietnam'’s top 100 lawyers. In 2020, he was named by

Asia Legal Business one of the top 15 litigators in Asia.
In 2019, he was named Vietnam Lawyer of the Year
by Benchmark based upon his celebrated defense of
ride hailing firm Grab in the lawsuit initiated by local
taxi company Vinasun through what turned out to
be the longest civil trial in Vietnam'’s history.

Luat su Luu Tién Duing da tung 1a Thu ky cho Chanh
4n Toa 4n nhan dan tdi cao Viét Nam va dong phu
trach mang tranh tung cia YKVN. Luat su Dung la
mot trong nhiing ludt su tranh tyng thwong mai hang
dau ¢ Viét Nam va co thé xem la luat su duogc biét
dén nhiéu nhit & ngoai Viét Nam. Nam 2021, luat su
Diing dugc Tap chi Asian Business Law Journal cong
nhan 14 mot trong 100 luat su hang dau Viét Nam.
Nam 2020, luat su Diing dugc Asia Legal Business
vinh danh 1a mét trong 15 luat su tranh tung hang dau
& chau A. Nam 2019, luat su Diing dugc Benchmark
vinh danh la Luat su cﬁa Nam ctia Viét Nam sau khi
luat su tham gia bao chira cho cong ty Grab trong vu
kién v&i mot céng ty taxi trong nudce la Vinasun ma vu
an dan su nay cuoi cung dugc coi la vy an dan sy ¢
thoi lugng cac phién xtr nhiéu nhét trong lich sir Viét
Nam.

Dzung has extensive trial and VIAC arbitration
experience. His cases encompass a wide variety

of commercial matters ranging from enforcement
of foreign bankruptcy judgments, real property
development disputes, and EPC contract disputes to
civil responsibility for port accidents.

Luat su Dling c6 kinh nghiém chuyén sau trong linh
vuc tranh tung tai toa va to tung trong tai VIAC. Luat
su Diing tu van nhiéu vu viéc thuorng mai khac nhau
tur thi hanh ban an pha san cua toa an nudce ngoai,

tranh chap cac du an bat dong san va tranh chap Hop
dong thiét ké - mua sam vat tu, thi€t bi - thi cong xay
dung cong trinh (EPC) cling nhu céc van dé vé trach
nhiém dan sy phat sinh tir cac tai nan hang hai tai cang

bién.
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Pham Minh Thing
YKVN

Location: Singapore

Number of years in practice: 15

Admissions: Hanoi Bar Association, Vietham
Bar Federation, California Bar Association,
Registered Foreign Lawyer in Singapore

Main sectors covered: International trade and
investment, shareholder disputes, oil and gas
Geographical areas of focus: Vietham
Languages: English, Vietnamese

Dia diém: Singapore

S6 nim kinh nghiém hanh nghé: 15 nim

Gidy phép hanh nghé: Ha Noi, Viét Nam, Bang
Washington (Hoa Ky), luat su nudc ngoai dang
ky tai Singapore

Linh vie tw van chinh: Diu tr va thvong mai
qudc té, tranh chip c6 dong, va dau khi

Linh vye tw van theo khu vue dia ly: Viét
Nam

Ngon ngir: Tiéng Viét, tiéng Anh

Based in Singapore, Thang Pham is experienced in
complex cross-border arbitrations often working
alongside top international arbitration firms
including Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr,
Shearman & Sterling, Gaillard Banifatemi Shelbaya
Disputes and Drew & Napier.

Luat su Pham Minh Thing, thanh vién ctia vin phong
Singapore, c6 nhiéu kinh nghlern tham g1a nhiing vu
kién trong tai xuyen bién gidi phuc tap va thuong
xuyén lam viéc voi cac hang luat trong tai quoc té
hang dau nhu Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr,
Shearman & Sterling, Gaillard Banifatemi Shelbaya
Disputes va Drew & Napier.

Pham represents major Vietnamese State-owned
enterprises, foreign investors and other Viethamese
companies in investment arbitrations relating to

oil and gas, and tax shareholder, and professional
liability disputes. Thang is currently a YSIAC
Committee member.

Luat su Thang da dai dién cho cac doanh nghi¢p nha
nude lon cua Viét Nam, cac nha dau tu nudc ngoai

va cac doanh nghlep Viét Nam trong cac vu kién
trong tai quoc té vé dau tu, dau khi, trach nhiém thué
cua nha dau tu, va trach nhiém nghe nghiép. Luat su
Thing hién dang la thanh vién Uy ban YSIAC (Young
Singapore International Arbitration Centre).

LINH VUC TRONG TAI | PONG NAM A .



Trwong Trong Nghia

YKVN

Location: Vietnam

Number of years in practice: 40

Number of years as an arbitrator: 28

Main sectors covered: Corporate, M&A,
construction, foreign investment, international
sales

Languages: Vietnamese, English, German

Pia diém: Viét Nam

S6 nim kinh nghiém hanh nghé: 40

S6 nim lam trong tai: 28

Linh vue tw van chinh: Phép luat vé doanh
nghiép, Mua ban va sap nhap, xay dung, dau tu
nudce ngoai, thuong mai quéc té

Ngon ngir: Tiéng Viét, Tiéng Anh, Tiéng Dtic

Truong Trong Nghia is one of the co-chairs of the
dispute resolution practice at YKVN and is well-
recognised as one of Vietnam’s most experienced
lawyers with over 30 years of legal practice and
arbitration experience. Mr Nghia started his legal
profession in 1982 at the State Economic Arbitration
of Vietnam and presided over 400 economic cases.
He also practiced law as one of the government-
appointed People’s Counsels before legal practice
was permitted as a profession in Vietnam. As a
Fulbright scholar, Mr. Nghia earned his Master

of Laws at NYU School of Law in 1994 -1995. He
returned to Vietnam and worked for 12 years

as Deputy Director and later Director of ITPC, a
government agency under Ho Chi Minh City People’s
Committee specialising in promoting foreign trade
and supporting foreign investors in Vietnam. During
this time, he joined the Ho Chi Minh City Bar in 1998
and practiced part-time as an of Counsel to YKVN. In

2008, Nghia resigned from ITPC and became a full-
time partner co-heading YKVN's disputes resolution
practice.

Luat su Truong Trong Nghla la mot trong hai luat su
phu trach v€ tranh tung cua YK'VN va dugc cong nhan
la mot trong nhung luat su giau kinh nghiém nhat tai
Viét Nam v6i hon 30 nam hoat dong trong linh vuce
hoat dong phap luat va t6 tung trong tai. Ong Nghla
bat dau hoat dong chuyén mén vé phap luét vao nam
1982 tai co quan Trong Tai Kinh Té Nha nudc ciia
Viét Nam va da chu tri giai quyét hon 400 vuy tranh
chap kinh té. Ong ciing hoat dong v&i tu cach 1a mot
trong nhiig Bao Chira Vién Nhan dan dugc chinh phu
b6 nhiém trudc khi nghé ludt su dugc cong nhan &
Viét Nam. Pugc nhan hoc bong Fulbrlght ong Nghia
da hoc Thac Si Luat tai Tru’ong Luat ctia Pai Hoc New
York (NYU) nam 1994 va tot nghiép nim 1995. Ong
tré v€ Vi€t Nam va lam vi¢c 12 ndm trong cuong vi
Ph6 Giam dbc va sau do la Giam d6c ITPC, mot co
quan thuong truc thude Uy Ban Nhan Dan Thanh Phé
Hd Chi Minh chuyén trach xuc tién ngoai thuong va
hd trg cac nha diu tu nude ngoai tai Viét Nam. Trong
thoi gian nay, ong gia nhap Doan Luét Su Thanh Pho
Ho Chi Minh vao nam 1998 va tro thanh Luat su c6
van (of Counsel) cia YKVN. Nam 2008, 6ng Nghia
Xin thoi viéc ¢ ITPC va tré thénh luat su tha:mh vién,
dong phu trach bo phan giai quyét tranh chap cua
YKVN.

Nghia is a senior arbitrator of Vietnam International
Arbitration Center (VIAC), has arbitrated more than
30 cases as co-arbitrator or chair of the arbitral
tribunal. As one of the first 11 mediators of VIAC
Mediation Center, founded in 2018, Nghia has
handled successfully two mediation cases. As co-
chair of the litigation and arbitration practice at
YKVN, Nghia has advised clients in domestic as
well as international litigation and cross-border
arbitration. He also regularly advises domestic and
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foreign companies on corporate, trade, foreign
investment and M&A matters. Nghia’s clients are
major Vietnamese corporations including VNPT,
Vietnam Steel Corporation, Saigon Construction
Corporation (SGCC), Tan Thuan Industries Promotion
Corporation (IPC), Vietinbank, Eximbank, Agribank,
Satra and PNJ, as well as foreign-invested enterprises
and multinationals based in the region and globally
like Bunge, Bachy Soletanche, Hill International,
Metro Cash & Carry, RMIT, Academic Colleges Group
(ACG), Misfit, Fulbright University, Abbott, Coca-Cola,
Hitachi, Capitaland, Hyosung, and Rio Tinto.

Luat su Nghia 1a trong tai vién ky cyu cta Trung tam
Trong tai Quoc t€ Viét Nam (VIAC), va da tham gia
x€t xtr hon 30 vu vi€ce trong tai voi tu cach la dong
trong tai vién hoac chu tich hoi dong trong tai. La
mot trong 11 hoa giai vién dau tién ctia Trung tam
Hoa giai VIAC dugc thanh lép vao nam 2018, Luat
su Nghia da hoa giai thanh cong hai vu vigc. Von tu
cach 1a dong chu tich bo phan t6 tung tda &n va trong
tai tai YK'VN, Luat su Nghia da tu van cho cac khach
hang trong cac vu viéc tranh tung trong nudc cung
nhu qudc té va xét xir trong tai xuyen bién g101 Luat
su Nghla cung thucmg xuyen tu van cho cac cong ty
trong nudc va quoc té cac vu viéc vé hoat dong doanh
nghlep, thuong mai, dau tu nudc ngoai va mua ban
va sap nhap. Khach hang cua luat su Nghia bao gdm
cac tap doan lon cua Viét Nam nhu VNPT, Tong Cong
Ty Thep Viét Nam, Tong Cong Ty Xay dung Sai Gon
(SGCC), Tong Cong Ty Phat Trién Cong Nghiép

Tan Thuén (IPC), cac ngan hang thuong mai 16n nhu
Vietinbank, Eximbank, va Agribank, va cac doanh
nghlep nhu Satra va PNJ, cung nhu cac doanh nghlep
¢ von dau tu nudc ngoai va cac cong ty da quoc gia
co tru so trong khu vuc va trén toan cau nhu Bunge,
Bachy Soletanche, Hill International, Metro Cash

& Carry, RMIT, Academic Colleges Group (ACG),
Misfit, Pai hoc Fulbright, Abbott, Coca-Cola, Hitachi,
Capitaland, Hyosung va Rio Tinto.

Nghia has been ranked Band 1 in Dispute Resolution
by Chambers & Partners consecutively from 2011

to 2022. According to its remarks, Nghia has been
‘pivotal to the Vietnam legal community for many
years, has outstanding experience in ‘working with
senior legal bodies and the government; and is
one of ‘very well-known and experienced litigators
who are sought out for their counsel on some of the
most complicated cases! Asialaw Profiles 2012 noted
Nghia as one of the ‘most successful and respected
litigators in Vietnam, awarded him the title ‘Dispute
star of the year’in 2016 and includes him in the list
of Elite Practitioners since then. The Legal 500 has
ranked Nghia as one of a few leading individuals in
litigation and arbitration in Vietnam over the years,
including 2022.

Luét su Nghia dugc tap chi Chambers & Partners xép
hang 1 trong linh vyc Giai quyét tranh chip lién tuc tir
niam 2011 dén nam 2022. Theo Chambers & Partners,
Luat su Nghia 12 mot trong “nhtmg ludt su tru cot cua
cong dong luat su Viét Nam trong nhiéu nim qua”,

co nhleu kinh nghlem ‘lam viéc voi cac co quan phap
luat cip cao va chinh phu va “la mgt trong nhiing
luat su tranh tung rat noi tleng va giau kinh nghiém
thuong dugc tim dén dé tu van nhiing vu kién phuc
tap nhat.” Tap chi Asialaw Profiles (2012) di nhic dén
Luat Su Nghia v6i tu cach 1a mot trong nhitng “luat
su tranh tung thanh cong va dugc ton trong nhat tai
Viét Nam” va trao cho 6ng danh hiéu ‘Ng6i Sao Tranh
Tung ciia Nam” trong nam 2016 va dua 6 ong vao danh
sach nhitng Luat Su Uu Tu cta tap chi nay ké tir do.
Ong Nghla dugc tap chi Legal 500 xep hang mét trong
nhung s it luat su hang dau vé giai quyét tranh chap
va trong tai & Viét Nam trong nhitng nam qua, bao
gom ca nam 2022.

Nghia is the only Vietnam lawyer ranked in 2022
Asia’s Top 15 Litigators by ALB.

Luat sur Nghia 13 luat su Viét Nam duy nhét dugc tap
chi Asian Legal Business (ALB) trao tang danh hi¢u
15 Luat Su tranh tung hang dau chau A (Asia’s Top 15
Litigators) vao nam 2022.

In conversation with...

Tap chi Legal 500 di c6 bai phéng van
ng{in véi Luat su Truong Trong Nghia...

What do you think are the most important
qualities or skills you bring to an arbitration?

Theo ong, nhirng pham chit hoac ky nang nao la
quan trong nhat ma mot luit sw can c6 trong mot
vu tranh chap trong tai?

From my experience, a counsel representing a
clientin an arbitration case must have the following
qualities and skills: to work out and advise his/her
clients on the strengths and weaknesses of the client’s
position that could change throughout the stages of
the arbitration process; (ii) to build and present his/
her arguments with a high persuasiveness; (iii) to
master the governing law of the dispute, the relevant
arbitration law and rules; and (iv) to be fluent in the
language of the arbitration.

Theo kinh nghi€m cua t6i, luat su dai di¢n cho khach
hang trong mot vy tranh chap trong tai phai c6 nhu‘ng
pham chat va ky nang nhu sau: (1) tim ra hucmg giai
quyét va tu van vé diém manh va diém yeu cua khach
hang, cung nhu vi thé cta ho, dong thoi co the didu
chinh xuyén subt cic giai doan ciia qua trinh t6 tung

trong tai; (ii) xay dyng va trinh bay céc 1ap luan cua
minh vdi tinh thuyet phuc cao; (iii) nam vimng luat diéu
chinh vy tranh chép, luat va cac quy tic trong tai c6 lién
quan; va (iv) thong thao ngdn ngir trong tai.

What do international counsel facing a matter
in the jurisdiction need to know about the local
arbitration scene?

Luat sw quoc te khi tham gia mgt vu viéc tai quoc
gla cin phai biét gi vé boi canh t6 tung trong tai tai
quoc gia d6?

Lex arbitri or the law of the seat of the arbitration.
Luat to tung cua qudc gia noi dugce duoc thoa thuan la

dia diém trong tai (Lex arbitri) hay luat ctia dia diém
t6 tung trong tai.
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Do you have any interesting stories relating to
the arbitrations you have worked on? Is there
something funny or revealing we can discuss?

Ong ¢6 cau chuyén nao dac bi¢t lién quan dén
nhirng vu tranh chap trong tai ma 6ng da tham
gia khong? Cé diéu gi thii vi hodc dang luvu y ma
chung ta co thé thao ludn khong?

In 2013, | represented an international company as a
claimant in an arbitration case to demand payment
of about $2m which is the outstanding fee from a
project management contract. It took six months
for the claimant to be awarded the payment of the
fee including the legal cost. However, it taking close
to ten years to enforce the award, even though

the debtor still has assets which are now under

the control of the judgment enforcement agency

in Vietnam. The reason is that the key assets are

the project land and in Vietnam a company does
not have a title, but only the land-use rights over
the land. Under Vietnam'’s constitution, land is
owned by the people of Vietnam and is under the
management of the state. Even though the debtor
can find a new investor that agrees to acquire the
land-use rights at a price which is much higher than
all the debts, the transfer of the land-use rights
requires auction and prior permission of the relevant
state authorities. The key takeaway is that the
enforcement of court judgments and arbitral awards
in Vietnam could be very lengthy and cumbersome
if the property to be enforced is land.

Nam 2013, t6i dai dién cho mot cong ty quéc té 1a
nguyen don trong mot vy tranh chap trong tai véi yéu
cau thanh toan khoang 2 tri¢u DO la My 12 khoan phi
chua thanh toan ctia mét hop dong quan ly dy an. Mit
sau thang dé bén nguyén don duoc tuyen thang kién
bao gom ca khoan thanh toan phi n€u trén va chi phi
phap ly. Tuy nhién, phai mat dén gan muoi nim dé
thuc thi phan quyet trong tai, mac du bén phai thuc
hién phan quyet van con tai san hién thudc quyén
kiém soat clia co quan thi hanh an ¢ Viét Nam. Ly

do la cac tai san quan tlong dola dat dy an va & Viét
Nam, mot cong ty khong ¢ quyén s& hiru ma chi c6
quyén sur dun0 d6i voi dat dai. Theo hién phap Viét
Nam, dat dai thuoc sO hiru toan dan va thudc su quan
1y cua nha nuge. Méc du bén phai thyc hién phan
quyet trong tai co thé tim dugc nha dau tu moi dong
¥ mua lai quyen sir dung dit véi gia cao hon nhleu SO
Vi tat ca céac khoan ng, viéc chuyen nhuong quyén st
dung dt yeu cAu phai qua dau gla va co chap thuan
trude cua cac co quan nha nudce co tham quyen lién
quan. Dlem mau chdt & day 1a viéc thi hanh 4n va
phan quyet trong tai 0 Viét Nam c6 thé rat 1u’0’m ra va
mat nhiéu thoi gian néu tai san thi hanh an 1a dat. m
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